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CHAPTER I : BUDDH]SM
A. Origins of Buddhism
1. Legend of the Buddha
2. Buddhist basic doctrine
B. The spread of Buddhism






































CHAPTER lll : SIX BUDDHIST PAGODAS ]N VIETNAM
A. Descriptions
1. One-Pillar Pagoda
?. Tay Phuong Pagoda
3. Thien Mu Pagoda
4. Bao Quoc Monastery
5. Vinh Nghiem Pagoda
6. Xa Loi Pagoda
B. Characteristics of Vietnamese pagodas
C. Comparison with temples in China
CHAPTER IV: THE DEVELOPMENT OF BUDDHISM AND VIETNAMESE
BUDDHIST TEMPLES IN AUSTRALIA
A. Development of Buddhism
1. First arrivals and early establishment
2. Development of the Vietnamese Buddhist community
3. Vietnamese population and growth rate of Buddhists
B. Vietnamese Buddhist temples in Australia
1. The climate
2. Existing Buddhist temples
3. The need of temples
CHAPTER V : A SURVEY OF FIVE BUDDHIST TEMPLES IN AUSTRALIA
A. Approach to case studies
B. Five case studies
1. Phuoc Hue Temple
?. Phap Bao Temple
3. Van Hanh Monastery




























5. Pho Quang Monastery
CHAPTER VI : ANALYSIS AND COMPARISONS
A. Analysis
1. Design











7. Characteristics of site
8. Car park
9. Finance
C. Comparison with temples in Vietnam
CHAPTER Vll : GUIDELINES AND RECOMMENDATIONS
A. Guidelines


































t. Public Relics Stupa
g. Car park
2. Religious building elements
a. Building envelope






h. Fire services and facilities for the disabled
3. Layout of religious buildings
4. Stupa and pagoda tower
5. Landscaping
a. lnfluence of Feng Shui





6. External and internal circulation
7. Layout of the Buddha's altar



































































King Suddhodana and Queen Sirimahamaya.
Queen Sirimahamaya dreams of a white elephant.
The birth of the Bodhisattva.
The Four Encounters.
The prince leaves the palace.
The austere Bodhisattva.
The enlightened Buddha.
Symbol of the Eightfold Noble Path.
The spread of Buddhism.
Ruwanveliseya Dagaba, Anuradhapura, Ceylon, second century B.C
The Mo-ni Hall, Longxing Monastry, Hebei province, China, 1052.
Abhayadana Temple, south Pagan, Burma, 1 1th century.
Horyuri Pagoda, Japan, late seventh century.
Vat Pbraphra Kheo, Vientiane, Laos. Rebuilt in 19th century.
The Bayon, Angkor Thom, Cambodia, 1 3th century.
The Borobudur Stupa, Java, 800 A.D.
One-Pillar Pagoda, Ha Noi, Vietnam, 1049.
Plan and elevation, Sanchi Stupa, first century B.C.
Bodhi Tree shrine at Nillakgama, Sri Lanka.
lmage house at Sanchi, fifth century.
Monastery at Takht-i-Bhai, second century B.C. to
second century A.D.
Wutai Buddhist Monastery.
The transformation of the lndian stupas into the
Chinese pagoda towers.
Common roofs of Chinese temples.
Main Hall, Foguang Temple, 857 A.D.
Fogong Si Pagoda, 1056.
Layout of the 'Three Bays'.
Layout of the 'Three Bays and Two Huts'.
Elevations, One-Pillar Pagoda, Hanoi, Vietnam, 1049.
Plan and section A-4, One-Pillar Pagoda.
Site plan and main building, Tay Phuong Pagoda,
Thach That, Vietnam, third century A.D.








































































Main building, Thien Mu Pagoda, Hue, Vietnam.
Floor plan, Thien Mu Pagoda.
Front gate, Bao Quoc Monastery, Hue, Vietnam,1674.
Outdoor ornaments, steps to the main building.
Floor plan, Bao Quoc Monastery.
Vinh Nghiem Pagoda, Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam, 1971 .
First floor plan, Vinh Nghiem Pagoda.
Ground floor plan, Vinh Nghiem Pagoda.
Xa Loi Pagoda Tower.
Side gate to Su Thien Chieu Street.
Floor plan, Xa Loi Pagoda, Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam, 1958
Proposal for the Phuoc Hue Temple, NSW, 1992.
Site layout, Phuoc Hue Temple.
The main building, Phuoc Hue Temple.
Proposalfor the Single Pillar Pagoda, Phuoc Hue Temple.
Front gate, Phuoc Hue Temple.
Gutter and downpipe system.
Ramp for people in wheel-chairs.
South elevation, main building, Phuoc Hue Temple.
Sculpture of the unicorn.
Symbolic ornaments on front gate.
Phap Bao Temple, NSW, 1985.
Site layout, Phap Bao Temple.
North-west elevation, Main Hall, Phap Bao Temple.
North-east elevation, Main Hall, Phap Bao Temple.
Section A-4, Phap Bao Temple.
Floor layout, Main Hall, Phap Bao Temple.
East elevation, north elevation and plan,
front gate, Phap Bao Temple.
Bell Tower on thd right and Drum Tower on the left,
Phap Bao Temple.
Model, Van Hanh Monastery.
Site layout, Van Hanh Monastery, ACT, 1989.
Longitudinal section, Van Hanh Monastery.
North elevation, Rear House, Van Hanh Monastery.
West elevation, Rear House, Van Hanh Monastery.
Phap Hoa Temple, SA, 1989.
Site layout, Phap Hoa Temple.






















































West elevation, main building, Phap Hoa Temple.
Swastika character.
Buddhist musical instruments, Phap Hoa Temple.
Pho Quang Monastery, WA, 1989.
Site plan, Pho Quang Monastery.
Floor plans and south elevation, north wing,
Pho Quang Monastery.
East elevation, north wing, Pho Quang Monastery.
The kitchen, Pho Quang Monastery.
Temporary Buddha's altar, Pho Quang Monastery.
West elevation, Rear House, Pho Quang Monastery.
Verandah, Rear House, Pho Quang Monastery.
Dragon sculpture done by Vo Dinh Khoa, Pho Quang Monastery
The bridge, Pho Quang Monastery.
Site analysis.
Front gate with three entrances, Vinh Nghiem Pagoda,
Vietnam, 1971.
Front gate with one entrance, Tay Phuong Pagoda,
Vietnam, third century A.D.
Common roofs of the front gate.
Public Relics Stupa, Vinh Nghiem Pagoda, Vietnam.
Stupa at the Tay Phuong Pagoda, Vietnam.
Stupa at the Bao Quoc Monastery, Vietnam.
Main building, Thien Mu Pagoda, Hue, Vietnam.
The exposed art of the timber structure, Thien Mu Pagoda,
Hue, Vietnam.
Roof types.
Curved roof in the shape of a knife-head, Tay Phuong Pagoda,
north Vietnam, third century A.D.
Roof without curvature, Bao Quoc Monastery, Hue,
central Vietnam, 1674.
Roof of the Zhu Lin Temple, Ottoway, SA, 1993.
Section of the roof-truss, Zhu Lin Temple.
Shoe-shaped tiles.
'Negative and Positive' tiles, Phuoc Duyen Tower, 1844,
Thien Mu Pagoda, Vietnam.
Symbolic openings.
Symbolic ornaments.
Decoration on wall, Bao Quoc Monastery, Vietnam, 1674.

































































Floor plan, Rear House, Pho Quang Monastery, WA, 1989.
Bao Nghiem Pagoda Tower, But Thap Pagoda,
Vietnam, 16th Century.
Phuoc Duyen Pagoda Tower, Thien Mu Pagoda, Vietnam, 1844.
Avalokitesvara Pagoda Tower, Vinh Nghiem Pagoda, Vietnam, 1971.
Proposal for the Linh Mu Tower, Phuoc Hue Temple, NSW, 1992.
Artificial mountain and lotus lake, Bao Quoc Monastery,
Vietnam, 1674.
Common tropical plants in temple landscape.
Symbolic fence.
Statue of the Avalokitesvara Bodhisattva,
Pho Quang Monastery, WA, 1989.
Altar with the Tam The.














1. Vietnamese population 1 981-1 991
?. Vietnamese Buddhist temples in Australia
3. Comparison of temple buildings










This thesis examines the design of Buddhist temples in traditional Vietnamese
style and characteristics within the context of the Australian environment.
Chapter one studies the background of Buddhism. The legends of the Buddha and
his teaching are described with regard to the symbolism in temple components and the
meaning of temple form. The chapter looks at the spread of Buddhism in south-east
Asia.
Chapter two examines the Buddhist temple architecture in Asia. ln particular,
the chapter analyses the Buddhist temple architecture of lndia, China and Vietnam in
order to show the variations of temple form against the background of local history and
culture.
Chapter three analyses six traditional temples in Vietnam. Aspects of the site
and design are studied, which include building layouts, floor plans and elevations, and
the construction techniques in relation to symbolism, legend and history. The
characteristics of Vietnamese pagodas are deduced. The study also compares Vietnamese
pagodas with temples in China.
Chapter f our studies the introduction of Buddhism in Australia, the
development of Vietnamese Buddhist communities and the growth of the Buddhist
population. The chapter also shows the existing Vietnamese Buddhist temples and
discusses the need for temples in Australia.
Chapter five presents five case studies of Buddhist temples in Australia
showing the project data, history of establishment, interviews with abbots, architects,
and local authorities related to the projects.
Chapter six analyses and compares the facts from the five case studies. The
problems of design are discussed by looking at the planning and building regulations,
building construction, finance and community relations. The comparison studies axial
planning, building layout, orientation-Feng Shui, building areas, ornaments, myths,
characteristics of site, car park and finance. The study also compares the temples in
Australia with temples in Vietnam.
Chapter seven introduces guidelines and recommendations for designing
Vietnamese Buddhist temples in Australia. The guidelines discuss traditional temple
design and its meanings. The recommendations address the problems which arose from
the case studies.
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